108, man. Have you got any turkey in c:mp?" We probaﬁly will have when
we get back but we didn't have any this moiming, though."" He Bays,
*You shall have éome of ny turkey." And talking ﬁll the time, he
didn't aﬁOp talking'after he found out. He got out his 0ld knife

' yugaand went  after the turkey, parted the feathers on the turkey's breast
L ' .

. “§  @gnd gave the turkey a stroke with his old dull knife and liked to .
,jﬁ:;“f have knpckkd the turkey off the stick he had it hung on. I’says,
J “Keep your ﬁurkéy, We'll have turkey down in our éamp, I don't.want
T your turke&." He says, "I tell you youlre going to have some of my ’
turkey." .And I cays, "Here, take my knife then." He give her a.
~Jab with my knife and it went clear down theough, it was sharp. "Oh"
he says, "If I had #¥### this here knite I never would leave these
woods."_ He cut'thg both breasts ouf. I says "I haie to take.your
turkey;ﬁ He says "I wanted you to have some of my turkey." I thanked
him and put it~in my coat. He says, "How long are you going to stay
here?" ﬁIfdﬁn't'know“ I says, ®"perhaps two or three days." He says
© "Would you look at my bear traps?" and I says "Yes." He says, "I

; 1want to go home and round up my hogs." Now I séys, *Let us have a

o , |
. -}5rj little understanding obout this bear trapring," "All right," he 58y 8,
_ ‘ dp} : :

“If I'd .go to one of your traps and find a bear in it I wouldn't.

kill 1t with a club (he grinned). \I'd shoot him throuzh the head,
then I'd skin him, I wouldn't cut the hide, I xnow enough to skin a
bear, then-l'd hang the hide up on a tree, put it on a limb, then
I'd take one hind quarter, and'then I'd hang the rcst of the meat up
in‘the'tree, and I'd take that hind quérter and I'd go to~camp just
a: fast as my legs woulu teke me.dl He jumped rigﬁt up and yointed
his finger at me. "He says, "I don't think I ever wronged a nan in

my life. You'll twuke the hide and helf the meat or else not any.®

I lookeq at him & minute or two and I thought if I'd jew hi.. a little

s

ey
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he'd throdgh in the trap (the trap and chain weighed about 50 1bs.),
but we wasn't lucky enough to find a bear in his traps, Tleie was

one thing about those 0ld settlers there if they liked jou the did

cand if they didn't you better keep right away from them. He had

three t:aps and he told us near_where they were, give us a good .
description of the ground, so thaf we would know somewhere near
where they was and if a bear got in them you would know right where
they was. He picked up a trap and says, "Come on boys,AI vant to
set this one down the hill here." and took the remains of the
turkey, want d:wn quite a‘ways. ¥e had a nail in his pocket and an
axe., He hung that turkey up on the side or the tree about five.
feet, I should say, from the ground, drove the nail through his

~

head and into the tree and let him hang on the nail. .Then he set

his trap, The trap when it was set had a spread of the Jjaws of

about 12 O6r 15 inches acrossand they had three spikes, one in one
paw and two in the other so that when it sprung the single one

would go between the two and would go through the bear's leg so

that it vould hold, the bear couldn't ever get it off, It was a
double spring trap, that is it had a spring at each end, and a log
chain to fasten, it with. When he went to set it he #i# cut a stick
8lx or eight feet long and as big around as Yyour arm, he took the

trap out by the side of a log and he took this stick and run one end

under the log and then pried the spring down and he head a clamp he

.put on that spring when he got it down, then he would pry the other

spring down, then he'd set on the stick to hold it down while he

set the jaws, theh he'd get off fromthe pry, take his axe and knock
the clamp off fromthe d¢ther spring aﬁd the:e the trap was ready for
businest then. Tlien we went to work snd Jathered up sticks 5 or 6 ‘

feet long, some longer, some shorter, and some brush and set them up

againet the tree where he had the turkey hung, amle g circle clear
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110, around the tree,

[BVJ{ tree and left an opening on one side Ju:t under the turkey,

. 94 down somewheres,

.q'.rl'
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waited until nhe got to the top of the trees,

'CQaie Mr. Turkey and Rob hollered

. and Rob kindg leaned over towaids nme snd whis

£

Jw1"Where in the devil are they?h

set the bottoms of the sticks out away from t he
Then

he, set the trap in the opening. Then he took some litt}é sticks

- . about a foot long, such a matter, He laid them down about. g faot

or eighteen inches in front of the trap snd then covered them with

leaves, the idea being that if g bear would come he would step over

this little pile of sticks and into the trap., He also had the trap

~dcoveréd.with leaves so0 that thebear couldn't See it. He chained the

2 ' . 4 v )
trap to a little Bapding Qff to one side, probably six inches through,
but hG’S@id he uéually used a clog. He said that maybe a bear would

. Bo a half a dozen or & dozen tines around

everything before he would go in after the turkey, would have to

find thifhat everything.was all right first. We never got g
darnegismell while he was gone and we were looking after the traps.
Well, ﬁob and I started for camp. We got part way ovér to our éanp '
We CAme tﬁ one of the litfle,opEn draws and back of us was heavy

timber and rocks and brush’ ahead of us but open on each side.' Rob

'*11l have one More call -here." Ang we hesrd a tufkey way

sonded a long vays off, ansviered. And Rob‘jumps

up and hits me g slap on the back. He Says, "We'll have g turkey

yek before we get to mamp." And he celled again and they was pretty
close then, coming right’ along., wWe

-set there ang they didn't come

pered to me and says

and just then T heard a turkey behing

us holler "put" and there was two olg gobblers,

they'd went clear
around us and'coming back,

I jumped dﬁ, it was thick biush ang )

trees. I shot at one on the ground and then th

e other jumped ang I
then I cut lpose and down

“Jump onto hinm with both

!

g;et.“, hetd




111. heard him strike the grouhd. Ana 1t vwas a nice specimen, a great big,
62yk ' old gobbler. We had probably a couple of miles to go. I got that

J turkey ovex my shoulder, had hold of hic legs, and I thought his wings

| ﬂﬁ‘ ,1'covered a territory of about teh'feet for they would catch on the
JW brush and everythihg ond I was tilred too. Now, Rob says, "I'll tell
ﬂu ~you what I'll do. 1I'm going back to Mena tomorrow and I'll put that-

~ rﬁﬁjﬂ turkey. in a box and mark it 'Blectric Light Supplies' and I'll send
it to Bigelow s at Alden" and the Bigelows got it.

We didn't hunt on Sundays. The four boys were playing cards in
N the tent and I was settiné'in the 0peniné. Isays, "Boys, we got

| company." The wanted to know who énd I say a pack of hogs was

< coming down thepath there. One fellow says, "We(ll have pork for

i

F?j "sup;er sure." They grabbed their rifles and a butcher knife and

-

1

instead of going out where the hogs were they went way round the path,
I stood there and listened to hear a gun and pretty soon I did hear
-one. Then I went to work building fire. After a while here they
. ;ome with everytﬁing about the hog. They had skinned him and wrapped
everything up in thie hide. I had a good fire oing and quick as they.
gat there they threw the hide, head, feet, guts, and everything on
the fire. As quick as the hog got cold they cut it up and put it

in a barrell, viay down at the bottom. That fresh pork Pasted pretty
good, Next day we was ali out hunting except one man and there was
sa stranger rode into camp. He.asked our rartner if he had seen arry
a hog around there. 'He says "I think they are here for I've seen a
mighty heap of signs of 'em." This fellos says he was glad when that
fellow rode away for I had a big chﬁhk in one of the ducth ovens
roasting it for dinner, fhe 0ld fellow said he had~turned the hogs

in there six months ago and he hadn't seen a hog since. He was

K

1°0k1ng_them up so that he coula round them up later to sell thém.
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that didn't belong to them and if you were caught killing them they

would confiscate everything that you had, teams, wagons, guns, every-

- thing that you had.

I was going along the trail one day there end I saw an old
gow and four or five pigs coming down the trail to meet me. They
were feeding along the path picking up beechnuts and other nuts
along the path. The pigs I would say weighed around 75 lbs. apiece
and they were nice ones too, white ones. I stood still ahd they got
down pfobably to 30 or 40 feet from me and they hadn't seen'me. I
says, "HEllo, plgs.“ and the old sow jumped right up into the air and
cone down across the path and every hair on her back- stood right

straight up~and she let a "woof" out of her and every pig took a

different direction into the brush. ©Now I says, "“0ld lady, you stay -

riéht where you are and I*'ll stay here, I'm not on the warpath'but
if you ever undertake to dispute tlhe right-of-ﬁay here I'1l kill
you if F can shoot stréight enough."* She stood still for guite a
little bit and fhe hair begun to drop down on her bwck and she gave

one gobd, big grunt and away she went into the brush, and that.is the

last I saw of her, Xs I stood there I thought to myself that around

thiere were wild cats, wolves, beals, and other gnimals and I don't
see how iﬁ the devil you can raise a famiiy away out here &ll by
yoﬁrsqlf.

One day Rob szys to me, "Lgt's go and get some sweet briar
roof," that's what the briax pipeslare made of . I had been making
pies and my sleeves was rodled up and Rob says,'"Come on8 and he
grabbed and old mattix.we hed thorp, We went just a few rods from

the camp across a little creek and therec wae quite a patch of sweet

briar there. It is & running vine sand it has o smw-tooth briar on

Thiere was a very strict law against anyone killing hogs running loose



113 it, It is a climber and will clinb up a bush end then down into the
/& ground. It has a little root about as big as aiiead.pencil and it
J 5El. will run along five feet and then there will be a know in it and
maybe it will run only a foot before thefe is a Quirl in it dnd that:
J .is what tHey take and then put thew in a2 turning lathe and turn them
dovn' and bore them for the pipe bowl. Tkey run in all shapes, criss-
J cross and every other way and it is almost iuipossible to gef through
a patch of them. I lost & turkey in one of them one day. We was
digging to get the little roots, following up the 100te %o gét the
knots and we was &orking the;e faithfully and all dg'onee Rob says,
"For God's sake look there." And the wvay he spoke I didn't know
; '} but what theré vias é flock of deer was gbing,to run over us. I says,
(}f}{p “What is it, Rob?" &nd he says "Look a there® and I looked. About
3@ eight or tgn'feeﬁ from us there was z copper head snake. He was all
curled up and hés head was about a foot from the'ground, riéht straight
up. Rob cut a little beeck sprout four or five feet long and he
J took a swing at that snake and cut its head of slicker 'n a whlstle.
. He grabbed the old mattix and says "No more roots for me" and - away -
J he went on a run for camp. I Wanted to see the smake, I wanted to

N )

examine it. ' It had a spot of cop=er co]o* & couple 1nches wide on’ -

-

its back and run to a roint on its b»]lv ani a light colored strig
about the same width iun to a point up on its Lauck. %hat copper
coldr looked to me as if it hud lain out 2ll winter and then had teen
s scoured uﬁ with & rag to make it bright. I dida't want any more swect
briar root and I weﬁt to camp.,

| In our neighborhood theie was o lot of chinkm;in nuts. They
are about the size of a buckeye nut and have a burr like 2 chestnut,

‘ dp” the deer are veiy fond of them and will tromp the tuix off to .ot the

| p nut. They are not as sweet as our cow.on chestnut but w1e good,
eating though,




114, " The old hunter and I started out one morniné. Ve got pert way |

him and said "Partner, I've got qomethlng over here I don't want."

-~

So he got a flat stone, six or eisht 1nches wide, and he got right
around to the side of that snake, it was all stretched out probably
/ﬂ sleeping there in the sun, and instead of throwing the stone at
: him he féached over and hit him on the hesd with the stoﬁe he had in
h$s hand . ~He killed him the first whack, smashed his head all to

— pieces, -That night coming Anto cawp I run onso a rattle snake and

. he w s 301n5 the same way I .was going. There was a lot of stone there

but I didn't propose to hit him on the head with & stone, so0 I shot
his head off. He squlrmcd and wormed around the:e quite a llttle
but I got h01d of his tall and pulled his Inttles off and whén I got
him so he would lay still I lsid %\ gun down beside of‘him
longer ### than ny gun barrels and oy Zul bal rels are 32 inches ;ong._
I said I'Ve blowed your head off and pulled your rattles off and now
you can go your way and I'll go mine.

One day I rounded a cornerf ot a bluff and saw a whiﬁ snuke
lying on'a big flat stone. I should judge tlie stone was eight feet
across it and then his tail had dr0pped down in a crevice and out

lAi}onto another flat stone IOWer than his body. He was blacker than the

" ace of spades and his body was only about &n inch throunh I stood

there looking at him for a WhllL and then picked up a little stone

and threw at .him and he whirped out of sight =t once. The natives

tell me that they are a harmless little snake and anytliing they catch

the squeez before they swallow it.

We were camped on Beech Creek und EKob had been over on Pigeon
f b at

;.} Creek that day and shot a deer. 8o tlhe old gentlerman séys "George,

yOu'ﬁnd Rob and ne will go over there and get that deer. 8o in the

ana he was i

5

ZWAL up the hill, mountain, uad I run onto a rattle snake. I hollered ta” "
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of venison, put our ‘lunch in our rocket and staltéd and we got ovef~
where Rob said he had shot at the deer but he couldn't tell where he "
gaw the deer, couldn't find no trace, so we turned off to the leftx~'
and struck the ridge between Cow Crick and our cfick, Beech. Now, the
0ld gentlemen says,"we are zbout éiﬁht miles from camp and I'1l go
over into Cow Crick and Georve stay on the ridgze and Rob, you follow
up Beech; and don't go to cutting the bends off for-if you do you'lll
get lost " I wrapped my lunch up, what T didn't eat and put 1t back
in my pocket _Rob ate pert of his'n and throwed the rest of it awgy .
I says;, "Don't do that, Rob, save it until you get to- canp," Rob_\
says, "0, the devil with your snack, I don't want it.% T had never
been down in that country before but the old genf says it was ébout
eight miles to camp and I walked along the ridge and I kept my éye;\ 
open. The old gents says to Rob,"We, either one of us, might jump'a
flock)of turkeys down here in the valley and George may get a shot -
at them_on the ridge." I walked along down until I thougﬁt I had 8
gone about éight miles., It was quife a heavy timber and biush, bad .
walking:all over that ridge..'I says to myself thaat hele is where I -
deave. the ridge and I doﬁ't believe T am fur froni 6amp, and I turned

there ‘and started down the ridge. Before I got to the crick I saw

" our tents and they looked good to me because T was tired. Probably ,

I had’put in 15 or 16 miles that day from early moxnlng to night. I

- ‘got into camp about 5,0'clock and my partner got in about 51x and Rob

didn't come. We wnrried about him, didn't know but whuat maylLe he
had slipped and hurt himself. Aloné in the middle 6f the night I
heard a panther way up along the mountain., I knew Mr. Oliver was
awake and I asked him Lf he wanted him and he said "I sure done want

'him in the derk but in.the ddylight I would like to meet him." We got

P




