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your pie."u. He took a bite and he says, "I guestc we both got wveat."
We got into Port Arthur along in wue &rternvon, got a couple of

roows. I called up Will Towlinson, hat a little visit vith him and

tren we went to bted. T voke ug

&

rrett; ecrly in the morning., I
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losked out tie vindov, the ¢ w

Ltile parx richt necy the Letel,

Light beride it. Fad @ 1ot of troplicei glisto in it cnd riskt e

7

the window vwis o trec thet hedu'l o Lo f v 1t, @ sowll tiee, wiod ong

cot!h Tittle 1iub ot tle a2nd of it iy looled like bLlack wal

>

o it, Wt vhber T ozot wicund to vrere T oconld get i Leiter view of
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A

e

& ooocanel, vwe'd culi it o dredge ditlls vy here, clear around the

town., Qne ¢nd sturted doun news *he Iole aun? then vent clew: ratad

a punping

e

-

e tup ettt the Ivke wre go el hiskrer thur tkhe toun that it vould

ey oy #1

Arova tne wholu shecting weteh ovt, Dig dowe wipivlhore in town two fee
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™,

¢ R [ A T T 1
100 tu S0GO Feol e iY ovos ol

-
wr
o

of pilping freelh wutey 2.

te stickia,

wiy don't thip cut o hole througl: wnd et the water run into the laikef™

.. e d U 1 X R v L, - g E s, A N . - .
When I oo Lroig tle, wof diid Llag wowetl rnd ey bl sotoc down goune

-
e
-

e ~
b g

T =




1

Y
.., i.ftr.-‘“
.f"‘.--

OV L dn frant ar

eet sn the table. I reoched aver nd picked oo opitcrer nnd looked
in it rnd see it woe tea cnd I set it ek, Thero was 2 nan et iight
to m 1aft and he saye, "Vt wes Lo that pileler?® (! I cays "Tea,®
He turned around on his toel wiul suys "Churley, pesr tlat coffec.®

and thet wns the only thing I cwv poasced durins tle o, 1f there was
ary thing ug the linc or down the line thst you sew you wrated all you
had to do wai to take your plate wod your forl awl turn on your stool
aicd go.and et it. S0 wher vie weal.out I weicd th .t fellow how much

I owed him and he said "o on." I don't knov wheter Willpaid wunything
or not, I don't velieve he Aid., Tert weunt buek vp to tle city eani I
agidn'twant to mo'up there., I wwited téisee what I wuld see dovn
trere, so I went cut to the Iuwher Jdocks. Therc~was 7 vessel louding
tlere, a saller. Tundreds of

piles of lumker there piled up higher

i
L

Yoo eny house in tﬁis town wud they ol hud the eads of the boards
polrted with dtreaks bf red, or yclloew, or brown, or sose othar color.
I asked the bLoss that wes superintecding the loadiug of the iluober
eLut the puint was for wnd he coid "Bvely merchants leaé Lis color®
and he says "If you want tc ask ony wmore daxn fool guestions ask them®
=t I thankéd niw and wWalked off. ™o suiliny vesgsels would Calry &
lob mole lwsber than tre steam vesoles for tlhe stescers had so much
of thudir hold spuce taken up witlhi mechinczy thi o tlore ween't wuch
room left for carszo, while © swiler covl? £i'1 its hold with the
lurnel wnd then tie « lot mose on Jeck. Tror there T went doer to the
cotton dock and I '-.'.e:.Jt.;:-'ﬁ to et out an Lhe Zock tut I ouwidated to £Iind
out hov T could sot there, ™oers o ®guil: o Ve enclofure wud a
gréut Lig sicn orex the cotyoce, "o rwoling or owe teles allowed on
the docize® o If o hale f eotten ceble tflse, thron it luto the lake
end leave 1t o orontl cad thoen pull it owt cud 10 0111 burn juct the
gane, Walelr cun't oot iito Lle cotien., T rivo oo won wodidag up ::ud.

v littlﬂ of'fi ..

faliny c¢attony dAne o il 1owant to




204, him ond said that I wee @ $trciser there ¢.d vaated to cet into the

crﬂk’ cotton docks. He says, "Can you 1ead?" cud I saye I cun read that
?4‘”& gign tkere it is pleain enough., Well he says, "CGo on then but keep
out of the way .of the help." g0 I vent in there @ac there vwas hundreds
and hundreds of bales of cotton piled vy there. They Vs loading &
vessel, I asked a man thele "Hovw aan, b:les of cotton do they rut on
this véssle?“ He says, “"Tuelve thou:s: .t Lelec, I thought he veos
ﬁgy, kind of stréﬁching it but I didan't Jdictote. Ye £&38 the last two
( vessels th?; went out of lere vas good dcul bigrer bnote, one had
14,020 baleééand the.other hed 20,000, so I thought ey be he knew
what he was talking aiout. I aeked walt it wus worth anfl he says
about $50.00 tazthe bele. Wow thot run into « lot of mouey. They; had
little'dunmw'engihes there"that did all the msin work rutting the
cotton down into the holds and of course there &s éen down there
that was handling it but I didn't sec them. Well, I scw about all
there was totbe scen.there, then I vent Leck uz town; lozfed arournd
there until bed time. I was taliinl with ¢ fellow there in the hotel,
he was a lumber inepectcr. Fis tuainess wes a1l down on the docks
there inspeding the big ti.bers . I sked him, Wrhy cent I buy a fish
i in this town, I hcve been around to all ther stores wvnd there iea't a
0 A garn fish for sg}e." He saye, "Tou cone Zovia to the docks in the
i f*ﬂ) moxﬁing sbout Bevew otclock «nd I'il oot zon 11 the fish you weant."

_*{ T did and I got in & little bort with Tin. We 1cvcd out to one of

3

4

those boows. Now, he says, theves cicl, Lere thot we cull the usullet,

J =

trey'll zet scared and they Y11 Ju.g oub oi the wiier cnad 1if enyihing
ig after thew the; '11 keop & jursting snd zet out ol theic in o hurry.

o —— _
Now, he sezys, tlkre's a lot nf tle.a thot '11 sot seart and jumd through

arn open spot betweea the timkers cud ur snto tre tismbers snd then they
; .

)

cant'get back to the water -~ud thaie the, '11 dic. I stood there in the

LI



e

7
P S

1 205. Yoot looking out over the tinmbers anl I sov 2 lot of de=d fish luying

- .QIJ’ ;arodﬂd.. Bo-hie got out of the boat ond got onto some of the timhefﬁ'-

X tav | ‘"ht nuar where ve were. He hadn't 7ot more than 8 or 10 feet to an
’ 3 areninﬂ between the tiwbers and up went one of them biz - fish and landed
‘ J l1‘x‘iﬂht near where he stonod. Fe reached dovn and ?ot;his:fingers in B
1 p{.p[‘ gllls und took -him by the tail, thrn"oﬁ him in the bbat. I says,
— ,’&;3"" p s - AU .
¥ "Come on, we've got enouvgh figh." Wo, he szid you =int got enouohljou::
: J h'ave_gpﬁ to hnve!aﬁéthér one. So he str rtﬁd back and stepred from.
one timh¥r ta- noxber and +‘=v tinpod g little and he pot his feet
1 1qued wud lande%:on :the +ijbtrs. Fe grﬁho A that fellow tho B&m 
™ ' % i ATES o o

iz 11i%the othcrshnd thd twa t14uars he” v ﬂtandlnﬁ Un beﬂlh to p R

;upart ‘80 he lﬁld rgght down on hl& b¢ck and tOOﬁ hig heals und

-\.-II4

Weli T ‘Elolz't thlnl\

s {3‘*‘

:théﬁ} i %t-younis.the got ba05
a'EfﬁiSLé;éﬁé Qe Bt*uﬁr tﬁeﬁ ﬂn”tﬁ;ﬁ”
When I weni_up thwou L t I.aéfzthﬂre “are dozens thht Lskea
53, e ypepoehi e ey Mg A
‘;1h théﬁﬁﬁria I égt tLo f-;lsl:m When I r"01: bac Laretra hg?

Jﬂ)J-fI( R ) ] = 5 s =k
iug out with an QKCG?Slqﬂ purty out on tho “wlf-oi Muxico. Fe
.-‘-":‘{U'I’

tf'kets,'one for nu Nitu the ex,autttion of L1¢king me up dowu

eiil,

e I

. at'ihe:'dcﬁﬁg I Loo“ hu f¢Jr'in +0 the clexi: of ths Ho»e; adad uava
._\r" - ‘r" 7
'hlm m?.flsh 4nd told hlw thut I vanted some cooksd for oy $ucbor but

I : k l b "_

I didn t Lno, when T would be_in to supper for I was -oaug out on the

‘.

| qul::‘ﬁThis little bott wes o lZ-paccenge asdlene 1uuch but h

eonldn't get only five, thra

(u

fga
vonen iud us tvwo uwen, but'he said heg'd
80 anylow. Sobine Laks is about 12 to 18 ft. deep and big boats

couldn't come in thexre up to Fort Avtrur fiow Lhe fulf, 1% miles, =o

uile ovVerninent g a ciaiel frow Port ke Lo tro T of Meaico
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200, wos o grand sich

chit to me to sec thoce ol? megd 113 cranegs valiiug cround

LR )

there lu the w:=tir.  So Till wants? me Lo tae Lhe Jducks but I Wie

prifioout about tonorrow unight.. We did, we hit for St. Louis. We got
in Shrevesport along in the forenoon. We had to stay tiiere intil
evening. I went uP town to see if I could tuy me a cigar. I went,

4 into seveval ci&hx storea but the; wouldn't sell me = any beceuse it

e T

ey
JLVJ‘ vas Sun ay. I went into onge cigar store,; 1o, one in there but the

ﬂfﬁii*OPTietor. He says, ‘“mhe negroeé and the whites had a clash heIe
yesterday and the3 clqyed all- ﬁhe«suloons, -tobscco and cigar houaesH
$60.00 fLQe for selllng the ujrst Q;gun.“ He stepped up to his 01gar
case. HeigﬁVﬁﬁWBTth&NPﬁlﬁe'Of thewclgars clear down to the end and t
tizen walked Lqut-to; tbe doar. . He stgod dncherdoor wlth hiis. hands
behind him.“~1 wentxﬂ#quna kehind, tne couniveXrihelped myself to what
cigers I wantgd,,thenhi hentﬁta .the.. ﬂaom whexe :the merchant was, -
e

uzo“pei a quarxex ;n hns hﬁgd ‘and; shoveg hmmymywniher hand that had -

the cigars ins: He sayafy%ﬁll mmgntthhial,s!a.nmng1ﬂ“ , isn't it?"f{{

Cell again when xpu'rﬁnln-thawnzty s walked'mﬂﬂlﬁown the street

and I Baw tPnhomaaaduzen nebrbeu looking 1n & window and T went

w7

across the street taueaeJWhaf,thay nern lonklnﬁ at. There wos flve Q
or eix drq sed oposuuﬁs din thgﬂnindow end smeit otdtoea laid all :
around them.N.I weng: ﬂawn to the dbpot whey e LaFetra WeS He'd beeﬁij
trving to buy & cigar but couldn!t. I gave hlm one and WB'Set fhefél?-
in the depoet and smoked, dassh't Zo uc town with -a cigar in our mouth;s
It wasn't but a little while until &e pliTltd sut fig¥'®t. Louis. Aﬁd

from St. Louis we went to Dubugue =nd there was where we got the

Illinois Central train west and we cace hone.

wailo L0 Lawe then so he toox theon lowe. I sald that T Lelicved we wo ule

el
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] : Them days twelve or fifteen feet down was plent of water for .
-

us and the wells wes dug with the hole about ten feet across, the _5%;

] {}ﬁfﬂabdirt would be,and round. They would have a platform, plahk across'q
- ,4Ejﬁ£‘ the top of the hole and a Vindlass and big wooden buckats to put the

o o 8 '(r e

da dth in and & man 'on t0p to manlpulatv the vindlass. " He'd let down a
i bucket and the man at the bottom would fill 1t and then he'd draw 1t &
up and empty it., If they got a well down thjrty feet it was an

_1i V/ awful deepiwe11 'Theﬁ it wa.s all halled un w1th our rlver stone here,,

@l 1

;: flat séone. The;'d start 8t the botiom oi coursc and go rl*ht on.

&#4\ Vi ] _’,A.l.' i A3

around and wben tbuy got through they had - a °l1cr' all clear arpund.
‘The stones were laldtUP dr“;fmo mnrtor whichleuld leave ‘it so thﬁffff
- | the weler could seep throu&hf The were laid .up 80 thqt the 1ns1ds'
j_ - Was as near pevfchly_gﬁgﬁﬁkﬁ?as moéth ge theg could make it for t}e

WatPr%ras drawn up with a }1ndla and buckets and Where the wall was
<A it R f & A reid L5 L SRt b

smooth it left nog pointa nrogecting that the bucxet ?onld CatCh on to
',\., o 3

and tip the WdtLr out ' TAPH mhen tth yere laylng it the atpnes of
J ‘ L .:‘; %

oourse vere in 317 shares snd wheveVPr they could they waulthae a

L.__JL,..._JI._J

big stone that was kind of p01nted on ,ong. end thej wculd put the p01nt-

on the inside whth the wide © pg¥t an tha outsmde, they would lay whatﬁf

-3
: - gtones they could that way, for if the ﬂlrt lTot to 5ettl(1ng on the

-J {;"nutalde and pushing tﬂq atones in Af they were laid this way they

h would wedge tthself;s t; thter so that the wall wouldn't fmll in,

_J ‘ ' The size of -the well inside dehended on how much dlrt was takpn out _ ¢
. whern they dug it and me t of them dug it pretty blg for they like to.f

1 have & pretty sood reservoir of water when it finished: The insidé bf

J the well wae usually four or five feet Aacross when itw as finished 85&

the reck wall around was sbout two feet thick for s little 1i ant wall

__ would ¢ave in and it would have to be dug over agzin. Tre de :nth of the
L well depended unon how f. .

I 1t was Gown - ,
“R 12 water and then on hoy fast
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feet deer, but on the hill thqy would have to g9 deerﬂe

hls maln spring was a hib one guat perose the road from him and ther

fhe water seeped in while thiey were dig Zei ng. The stones didn't CDB.t. e

anything and ususlly when : man dug a well the neighbors helped him,;
ao it didp'thast anythzng for labor and while they were at’it it w#@

Rl r

bétter 10 Big a llttle bigger than necessary while they were at it, ", .:Lr
When the hole was being dug it was made a lot bigeer at ‘the ton than '

at the Eottom so that it woulan t cave 1n nd catch the Nan worklng

at the bottom and then when the rock wall was léiq up it Was startédlﬂ'
5T FEFE OSSR F R 2 IR i

justvas big as ﬁhey could af the bottom and hld uP Just as near ; jf : Wi,

A A ; "‘*"‘ t e
plumb as they rould As ahey werp laylnw up the rock wall they would _'=lf

e -\-1'}

fill the dlrt in back of it what they could and pack it aﬁﬁlight asg-
s PR TS : o o R 774 f S Qv £ o0 5
they could unt11 they got clear to the top The ‘men that laid the

. . ?; A
TR A TRy YNAEG ey g0 e re RS (CERERLE R "}“‘)“ A
R C o T T i il Hii 4 ; ; )

t T ¥ l_ {1 32 . ! ‘ 4’-‘ . ; i E W'.' R «1
lag a*good smooth and stout wall If any bod; disrutea it thev pan
8 £ ILJ' T"l 287 S “ i i.'.""‘]i I' I
come un -and 1ook at our old well on ton of thp hill
"y s qn. ~.o-. b, EATE

flat in tdwn thev would rro down to sol1d rock abeut teg

pn here on'bhe;,

lr!

L e 5 B WRGed RS

: : Qi . Pra S, _
séttlersrdldnrt havedtb dlg wells for thBJ mlvaya locatpd hx a sprimv
é?élﬁg%;.tOQ défned laay‘£o.éig 2 well 3 Boldon's down ?93 ;jver,_
ﬁﬂé{e.?aggln;ﬁ 1iveé there Was a dandv big spr:ng Juat ovir_the ban
Bﬁiléy ;€Weré dgrn p\ the blg sPrlné up rivex what we, now agll Olsen
Spr;ﬁﬁ‘z;gst}%elow dlsen's pond) Then up on the hill wherQ{ Eleasant,

35":'5 Sitn

- *:__,‘_ e 0§
now llvea and the slde hlll south of hlm was all Jull of ap:ings but-x

i
o

=03, s

T, * !' T! T s S '
atreaw run bv hls houae. Farther up the Toad yhere Leo Nott Jhow
DEILAIEASE

1ives Thos aile" had ‘his second, houue nd theie. wes & bile spring

1"\9‘“ K - N [ s

Just &crosa thf rOad from where he lived.
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Boldon's had a little stone house over their scring but vren
epring would come the fiver would wash it away. They would keep
their butter and milk ir this little house. Baileys walled their
spring down hy the 1iver over so they could keéﬁ thingé in it &nd
kecy the cattle out. I don't know vhether the athers cove 1ed thc:;

rrings oY not burt ypresurie they did sore,

n

=

The main watey we

]

s drawn from the wcils bty & pail and windlass
thet wne Qet i ieht over tﬁé well, EVelgtk._g wes home mude b hend,

ne duty 6h ihem. The frome of tb windlass w%s nede of two'timbers
croosed 11ke an "Y' for LuCh end for the stauaard var ts. ThEn between

thece uﬁfight g&lts there wre about o siy iuck 106 rls ced v1t1 &nd

'D

izon rod sticking out of each end that re ed in tke crocy to tuln on.

>
-

Cn~ iron was lenrer ther ths other und on this longer end a rlech of
2x4a mas'%Ut:on &t right cngles to the iron and in the rLu of this

IS

plece of w6od & hole was bord in vhich e ghort piece of wood wae stack

whick was used ¢& tke hzndle to turn tre windlegs, The rogé*Was

festened to the log ih the widdle snd turned or it. ‘hc v1nd’a' ses .
8. : )

thet were uszed to kenl tra woter ur wvere of- righter cons tIucdlcn than

wert the ones used to haul the dirt up when the wr'T wES be1rF dug and

then the onie used to haul the dirl us with vena. 1\ had a Catﬁh on it

=ds
¢l

0 they dould stop sny tie vhils they vere hsvling it up and the

buckey wouldn't so bock down to he bottom. Ii. the sunier time the

watsr wos ﬁsua iy hevlad np rsnd over hond with the rore but in the
vint oy vhen youz harvids would get wet and frceze the ;1ndlwu vonld
usutily by usel. The bueke tie wnvf UCn'lly wace out of oak aad were
lovger thorn o comwon poil snd would uegnslly h@¢ about tvo of our
cowton pails oi" water, That would »ak e, rretly anod liff rulling it

up by hand. Tlese were regular "old otken tuclets", They alsc psed

4

ehout the same tire « well sweer to 1ift the viber out. The, were made




v toking a pole sbhout like a teleghone pole, rhout ten o1 tuclve
feet high out of the zround and cet qQuite s v-ys hack frorw the well,
1oet of them'wus before they wos Fot ur hed ¢ ocobeh cut in the upper
end oy thé other polé to rést in rnd then a role was Bored trrench
it =nd the other pols that rested on it rid en’iron driien ﬁflnugh

the holee s6 that the top rolé would sving on it but not fall off.

: . AP > . . I sl

This torn pole wus =iout 20 or 40.fect long wit: the lighter end over
' : S ' : : 1w R B ]

the well =nd the heavy end would be eway Trow the well and Testing on

the sround when 1ot in yse, To this liwhter end ves fa tened either

: rope er then Ehe huckﬁt to this

w

¢ ehnrter & Iight pole o1 else

T L I S R VUL S
vhile on“the heavier end thliere w s oftentlmes na1]°a some bon1d° and

« rock gleced on them for thé'onrrose of offsettno +ha thﬂht of the
1

bucket of water when 1t WES beln’-pu1l up. The oucxet.woulc be
wulled dovn into the well untll 1t &ot in the ﬁ&tGT nnd then the

<

weight on the other end of The pole would hPLL pull it ac“ ur when

4
K

it Was'full;”r The next -our'r wag e m shlft of = log znpﬂ but it

dién't work'at all, The; w01la take loxs gix or th feet long,

L

just so thev coulﬁ kore them ‘d thep hoxe hb]ee through the center

. e N - 2
of them;"mhay woudu th? to t ke uwo or tﬂrue of thece lozs ind

fasten thuu togﬂthnr so that they wnula be 1onw enou“h to rcach down

to th° w‘tmv rT‘hew vere fmfll 10»3 zbout tk*q; o fvnr 1nches throuch

=nd fo f sten tncv together they would sherreen one end of one and
viould cut away the other end funrel sharse, o that they could drive

thie shorpened end of one inte the cut wvey end o the other to make
l 5 _ i 1

1 .
sl

then "ht £o they wouldntt Jeak, hut it wos hard to gZet them so they
] ! A = oA

-

wouldn't leak and whicn they leekxea they vere no good for they would
purp 2ir insteed of water., The plunger vis olego a home mede aiffalr
gut in the ton section of lor-s., Trece «idn't lust long for thoy,

weren't wich of £ euccess, The next pumg ves o chain pump run on an




1212, endlecs clisin, of course they hud to be twice the depth of the well
F@&bx*one gart wie going down vhile the otlier zart wae coming up. On

Mﬂw‘ this chain a:out a foot anart there was little lubier cups fastenei,
T [l

they clanped right around the chain so they was even, that makes the

g sucftion of the water when they come up. When the chain was £oing

down in the well it wat free but when it was comihg up it run in an
} -// iron nlpe “about three 1nchce through end the rubier cups had to be

1 big enough to fit tight in the pipe, The chain run over z -wheel at
’ the tdp, which was run by a Cvank; .The wheel had o groove in it that
‘ . the chaln flt 1n:and evex so far on .the vheel was two little prongs
that would cetch undur tbe buckets Aas thev would come up,;the'prongs
and tbe hheel ﬁere 51xed 50 they would oatch the bucktsieachétime.
As the buckeeu would come up fhnv would tip over and s rlll the water-

out 1r*to a uout drd then 1t would run lnto the tucket.- The faster

- you tufﬁed.the crank the more the wa ter would scgtter., The: cups: were
tight enough 1n th“IPIye 80 ‘that tie. pipe.was full of water betveen

the cups and it mdde Vatez run all the tire when 1t was belng purpnd

J Then the wooden pumps, manufrctured .come on, Vhlch are, Just-l ke the:fi

wooden ones you can get now, and then leter the 1ron pumrs came in

e the merket Whun the e manufqgtu;ed pumps came. on thelmark&t.they

weré the pumrs ior tbey worked. go much better than the hone mede ones.: -

When_I wgs about fifteen years,old, such ¢ matter, there was an
Juiﬁi’ old lady, Grendmother Sperry, living in one part of the house that

stood where the house_that Sisson lived in, situated on , ' o

=
T‘z

_‘ﬂbé just north of the 1111n015 Central trﬂc}y,part of the.old house is in
'J the present house, and in the otber end of the house her daughter and
son-in-law lived. The 0ld ‘lady wanted someone to stay with her so

she got me., All in south and west of the place the e wae no farms,
*

and thet looked good to me for mink &1d mughrat,

]
,J all sloughs wng Pondg
]
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I was to cut wood for the kitchen stove, and that vas the only stove
thiey had, for my board and go to school. Twaen't but a few days
after I got there before it w: s wash day. The lod lady says to me
one morning"Leave your clothes and I'1l pick them up and wash them.,"
All X had to wash was a pair of stockings and a shirt. When I got
home that night she says, "You didn't take your underclothes off."
I says, "I.know that for I didn't have any to take.off.ﬂ Shke says,
"What, no underclQthes?" I says, "No, and I never had anjz" All

R - : . {home knit) wo ,
That T wore was just heavy’pants woolen socks, wooien shirt, "Dutch"
vest (at 1eaut that 1s what I called it for it was long and: . buttoned
up full lenght in front, :clear up to my neck), coat and boats. All |

ry clothes were home made out .of good heavy materlal mostly woolen.,

Ve had,no;silk deals them days. Mobody but girls would wear shoes them

day the boys and men,all wear boots and they were called sissys if

they wore shoes. Well, the o0ld lady went to work .and’ overhauled\a 1ot -

of her sons. underclothes and .made me sone They were all wool and
heavy We;l; I put one on Monday morning and I dign't really llkeu
the feel of it . I went out -and fed the ch;qkens, carrled in some g
wood, thqt:waSrQefore breakfast, and we set down to bleaﬁfést and éhat
under¢10§ﬁes;beéun to scratch, The more i.tdrhed and twisted the more
they a@gﬁﬁched. The old * lady fixed me ug w1y lunch end I started for

achool, abqut a mile ‘zcross the prairie. The snow was deeép oyd it was

awful cold, -the wind was blowing from the northwast., I got part way

to gchool and way out 1o one side of the ro2d vas quite a bunch of

.
weeds. I went out there and kicked the &now out angy fxom the weeds

until T got down’to the gsround, took myv clotles all off, and then I

pulled off my underclothes., I got back into my clothes, then I rolled

my underclothes up, put tham down by the weeds and kicked the gnow

over them, "Now," I says, "Iry there and scratch for all T cave.) .




218, You'll never scratch me any more.* and they aever aid. Next washday

'%mwb' come. "What did pgou do with those underclothes I give you?" she says.

'K

4 ;
",1*‘% I'd kinder forgot about the deal and thenh I told her what I'd dons and
3£E;, where the clothes were. I says, "Tonight when I come from school T'1l
- b// feteh them clothes in." The old lady laughed about it and eays thét
"¥aybe some day you'll cet used to clothes." It was a good many
years before I more any more underclothe That winter I tlanped

every daturda3 and sunday and vhen spring cou I had qulteaa llttle;

bl

bunJle of furs -for more clothea.’ I havdlj'aver wore overalls ubless

T wus Qut in the snow . I would hcvv w0y re*ulnr :«nts 1n the t0p'of
mo leather boots and thnn my ove:alls on the out31d9 and ‘tied the-
bottoms down so the snov wouldn't get up unde“ dndi‘n the tOp of my
Eoots; Lrs. Draoar thp motheI of Mrs. Lll]lnn Robb 1ns, made almost@
ﬁfﬁ” sll of. my clothes mhen I was a boy znd she hau plantvtof joung ones
! : hor owmn to sew for al 0. Mysuspenders were all home made with not
very much streteh in them, they were usually made out of the hickory
Jeuns gtuff th=t our overalls were made out of and no rub.er with them.
FH L #ﬁﬁﬁ each end came rlght to the pants "1th a button hole mﬁde 1nv
the ends and each end was fostened with a 81n"le bu+ton.’ The only way'
you mould lenbthen or. ‘shot ten them was to take your Jackknlfe out axd
‘cut another hole in: the cloth where vou wanted it for the "button. to
20 throughw We didn't have any overshoes then, dldnft know what they 
wers, but everybudy kept tkﬁlr boots greased with mosﬁly'taiiow and
MV‘)IB inuso;théy vere waterproof. The first ovnrQhoes that come on the
:f } market were made out of buffalo h1de;w1th the pelt of the outs1de and
the hair ou the inside and they were darnec warm shoes. They wére

made s0lid wud were fastened with straps and buckles so that when you

got them on you could fastead them up Jjust as tight as you wanted to

| «
L and when you got them fastened they stayed on. Soue of them were jus t
J J
e about the haight of our ove
il a . o ‘_‘rsho 3 €
€s but S0
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alfferenc

. the heel,

All the stage drivers werec long ones that came up to-about their 1
knees. I sunpose these were patterned after the way ﬁhe itindians
wn;e them for they wore them like this in the winter time only
instead of buckles: they leced them up with leather. I never had
any overshdes until these late years when ve could get the rubrer and
felt Onés*similar to what we have now. Our caps were home mede also. :
They Rd earlappers sewed in them, the sixe according 6bg the size of
your ears.and when you wanted to use them you just pulléd them down:

out of your cap and there were strinss fastened: on them that yow could
tie under your ‘¢chin to keepr them dowin so ‘the cold wouldn t blow up ”
under’ so mycha‘ The3 ‘were made out of heavv wool cloth and had a bill
out in front like  ours now ‘They had a plece of heawy cardbOﬂrd 1n
the bill to ‘make il, ste nd:out ‘but it would get soa&ed iwhen- 1t ralncd-'

A..

and then when it dried it -wdéuld be wrinkled but that dldn't make dny

There was & man éy the mname of“Petergdn who usé&;tdhfﬁn & hérﬁésgrzin
shop here, mede:his own collars and everything, and héi&iaﬁéd his
shop f&rja¢pi§ceswf land up né&r Dows. T usged to run‘%&ouhd with *jf : .3
his young ones and time when T-vias visiting up'tﬁefe:hi;‘ Boy FEn:y:7
and I were sleeping In a bed when it started to walk off, I dldn't
know)ﬁhatiin the dickens=Was*the matter but Henry did. “Eergumped out,
on oneu51de of the bed and his elqtex went put from under on the other

side, of the bed, She was a gresnt ulg, strapplng girl, utouter than & |
liorse. SheQC)aned undey our bed and got down on her ha nds,and Lnees
and about in the center of the Led #nd raised up and started off w1th,
our bed wish us in it but Hehry put a stop to it.

Onée day this girl's mother sent her out into the pdtafoe pétchl' i
to dig potatoes for dimnmer., She alwwys went barefocoted and she felt'.‘ |
sorething on her hecl wnd look around and & rattlesnake had her~by
WVhen she looy. |

.Qd
.
\.JI‘
Sung



J 217,  ang see what it was she hit the snake with the hoe and killed hir

and sterted for the house on a run and told her motler what had

j rrpened.  She got & knife ond cut her heel oren vwhere the sneake

' ncd bit her =nd it rled f1eely and the long =nd short of it wss she
™ h#d « sore heel ind that was about all there was to it. After a

1 vhliz the old lady tiecd her heel ur in = rag to keep the dirt out
" of it =nd she went back out and got her potatoes.

J A man by the name of Frénk White lived in the tizber about two

miles this side of Dows. Pe had a few acres of wheat he wanted to

R

arvest, so he took his cradle, all tke wl.eat in then days vas cut

ﬂu& with = cradle, and he alwéyliwent barefooted and hie pante rolled up.
?ﬁgﬁ He hudn! t cut grain hut a little while before the*@ was a rottlesnake
m#;ﬁg; had hl@ by the leg.' He went right to the house as Quick as he couvld
g zet the}e,'he took time enough to kill the snske though before he
u left, He cutthe hide = Iiftie gash to let the blood out, to ét&zt it
to bleéding, puf a:l the salt he could get to go in the wourd and Tet
! it bleed; He told his wife to go.and hiteh up the c€ttler he vias goiﬁg
J to Iowa Falls, to ses Doc. Foster. Ve got dovn es fur as Popejoy's .
and told whrers he ﬁas goinz and what he was Zoing for and about dinﬁér E
0 tine. Mr. Popejoy invited him in for dinner. MHe went in and got his %
diouegr :.-mﬁ vigited éwhile and stnrted Yor Jova Falls. His lag hadn'tg ;
2 befun to ‘medl sny at all, He got do“n to Iova Falls just a little
lhftur sundovn and he celled on the old doctor., Fe 1-:re'zicribe-d for him i
: for to let his cattle rest unt11 twelve o'clock thet night and then
| start for home. ‘Oid Doc couldn't do anything for it but jﬁst look at
the wound =nd since if was all clear and nice thot wee all that could
[ be done ahout it. Tefore re started for town to see the doctor he
o cleaned his commissery out of all the whieke, he kad for then they
. r Licught that vas & good preventative for srizkebite, )
. . These early days we lost sonme stock here by rattlesnake tut not




.7 much. There aint but very few horses thet will smell & rattlsrake

if it is around in the gra s anywhere near where it is. A hog cang
get ikt a dozen ti.es a day by a raltlenseéke snd keep right on a
rootin' wjthout hurting it ary . The hogs didn't give the poor old
rettlesnakes any show at all fir it didn't moice any difference with
ghem what end of the snake they got hold of for they would g rab it
snyway and down it,

In the winter of 1858 or 1859 there was a man come across the
river'horseback and called father. He says, "I've chased an elk
from way up the river clear through to Boldon's timber and ny horse
is getting tired and I haven't got a shot at him and ;'1} tqrp the
trail over to you, Bigelow." 8o father started out without a horse
or a gun elk hunting, He found the trail about_where this man told
him.that he had left it. He went up to a man by the name of Bye's,
who lived where Charley McMillen does now, to bo.row a gun. The
old man says, "I wont lend my gun but I've got a good horse in the
barn yoﬁ.can take.' That horse wou}d follow a:trgil Just like a dog
and all father had to do was to set still and keep from getting
scratched off by the limbe. He followed that elk clear through the

timber, got down near Georgetown and run onto a.cattle path and the

elk followed that to a barnyard and went into the yard. Then he turned

around for a fight, he didn't want to go any furthér. Father hollered
and yelled, a man came eut and wanted to know what he wanted and he
told him. He says, "I want your gun." The man saw the.elk. Father
left the horqe standing at the bars“of the yard, got the gun and killed
the elk. Then he gave that fellow a hind quarter to t ake him and the
meat up as fur as Bye's place. Then when he got up to Bye's place the

man turned and went back home. Then father gave Bye the other hind

qQuarter for the use of the horse and to fetch him home with the rest
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219, of the meat. The hind quarter is considered the best of the meat,
there is more of it, and that is what them fellows wanted. That
left father with the front quarters and the hide. That was the last

elk that was ever seen or killed around here to my knowledge.

'Y T

r

' 7 (Insexrt at page 122 or 123.) While the men were doing their trading at
- Council Bluffs, this iaa really the final outfitting for the trip
across the plains where they got their little sheet iron cooking

,...
o -
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stove, fry pans and other things, f was herding the cattle down

along the river bottom. Along in the afternoon I heard qhite a

hubbub quite a ways from me in the timber. Along towards night father
came down and I told him what I'd heard and he could hear the noise too.
He says, 'Let'é go over and see what's going on." There was quite a
band of young indian boys and men there, probably 40 or 50. They had

a piece of ground #Effiktd{##i#i# cleaned off, leveled and packed down
solid, I should judge about a hundred feet, long and ébout 6.0or 8 feet

wide. They had an iron #ing about a foot in diametef and then they had
a wooden shaft about four feet long with iron prongs‘at one end. These
prongs were spread a little wider than the diameter of the iron ring
and the endms of the prongs pointed back along the shaft. The game was
for one 0f them to take this ring and shaft and throw; roll, the ring
down this beaten path in front of them and then take the shaft, wth the
prongs on the back end, and throw this shaft through the ring while it
was still rolling so that the prongs would catch the ring and it w uld
stay on the shaft. They would throw this ring like the dickens and then
they would run perhaps a rod or so before they would throw the shaft at
the ring., The ring had to stay on this beaten path and the man throwing
at it couldn't get off from it either or it didn't dount if they made a
*ringer." They would throw this shaft like lightning and they quite

often caught the ring with it and when they did make a bulls-eye nothing

ol




was said but if they missed it all the rest would whoop and holler
and have a good time about it.

While we were still in the Gallatin Valley one of our neighbors,
he lived fowr or five miles from use but,’_ he was still a neighbor, says
"Let's go up in the mountains and get some elk, we can get one down
here on the valley but that is“too ;ﬁme h&nting, we want to get them
where they are thickq: so Tom Bailey. Fre& Schlegemilch, father and
this Kreitzer, started one morning for the mounteine. Before they got
out of the valley they :run onto and theg outfit and there wae a young
fellow that wanted to golwith P?em 10 tkey tqok him along. ‘hey was
going up for three'crﬁrour:rnye htnt and lefr me and one dog down at
the ranch. They got. way up the side of t e‘01;£t;ins quite aways and

VIR ¢ il

saw lote of elk sigge@ ﬁo they ‘mades ﬁp thpirjminds: they would camp

e ('v

there. The next morniqg father-started ba i ovnfto our place, he had

i

Just gone up. ;q take . them up. with the team, Juqt put in one night
aione. 8o that uorning they atart d ;ﬁtu tﬁeihﬁniera did. <fhey had
good luck, they knocked down threiielk They hadétaken their belt
axes with them an%\they had taken poles and sticks and piled them
around the carcasses to try to keep tue wolves away from them. That
night they had got all the meat, that i® elk meat, at the camr that
they wanted for then, they left the carcasses right where they fell
and were going back after them with horses when they got ready to go
back home. Thks young man that they picked ur on the way had his
horse with him and after they got these elk they sent him back after
father to bring up histeam and wagon-and some pack animals to carry
the meat back to the ranch with, After this young man left this
Kreitzer took his rifle and started out hunting along and Tom and

Fred started out to see how their elk meat was. PFred left his rigle

at ¢
smp and took his 8hotgun, one barrel wae loaded with buckshot,

3
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221, and the other was a lead slug. The first pen they came to hadn't been
] disturbed and the next one hadn't been disturbed only that a wol€ ran

‘ i away from it when they came to it. 8o Fred says to Tom, they had got

i | _r’."

- down pretty near to the third pile of meat,: the deat was in a spruce

thicket, the trees. wpre thick 4nd you woulg n't aeé but a little ways

from it. He says, "Tomg you a&%} here and I'1ll go way around and if

there is a wolf thereiit will r&n down that} path and I'11 get a shot

 J. di—J-

at him with a load of ‘buckshot. .SO Iom walted till ‘Fred got around

i. -

fur enough out of s. ght .80 he, moved on downtcareful idown to the pile

of meat but he couldn't see it when he got qe enough 80 that he

= I

should see it, it was gonq., orr one aide ther&.wasqa bear setting on

the meat, he had’ knocked tha paﬁ-all down and drag d the meat out on

one side and set;there on it lord of: all hp aqrve . He had eaten

i O T

-

;' what he had wanted and had Sczatched leave? up-aro nd it and on it to

P

3
hide it until’ he Janted some‘mora ‘of 1'%, Tom %ﬂl ered to Fred, "There's
a bear, look out }or a bear." When he "«};lollere

{he bear Junped off his

!

perch and the first thing Tom knew the bear come out right behind him
end he whirled and shot the bear right in the sticking place, throat,
| knocked the bear down, it was a big grifzly, it wasn't more than down
L before it was up and started for Tom again. It was a muzzle loading
= gun of course and Tom didn't have time to load before he had to move
out and he started right down the line for Fred, he didn't know where
, . Fred was be he was going somewhere and right away. JFred saw Tom all the
time, Just stood there and never said a word and watched the race. The

e o

come down the path## where Pred wés standing beside a big pine tree.

.

a

Just as he got opposite of Fred Tom caught his toe on something and fell
down and the bear didn't intend to F#£F¥#l#R catch him quite so soon
and the bear jumped with his fore feet over ahead of Tom's head snd as

[ &

&

he went over his right paw caught Tom in the pants and he come pretty

M &
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near taking pants and all as he went over. About that time Pred
thought he'd better get his work in. He just stepped a step out from
where he was standing and he shot the bear with that heavy slug, that
chunk of lead he had in the gun. The slug hit him right in back of the

& agd up 6 ‘'his fore leges and settled back

fore shoulder, went%diagonéil fhrodgh a nd going yet for all I knew.
That let the bear, the bear ;xk

on his haunches rightlom Tom" s'?ack tha' ;waa too much for Tom for he

couldn't hold him very;we;l that why Then the bear raised up and
went right over backwarda off of Tom and rom. umped up and started

3
tree about &ds big as a'%elephone pole down.thQrT and Tom would beat

ere was a little pine

any quirrel in the woods goi , up that‘tref un;ia he got up to the
top where the tree bagun to bend he wag. qpare and: wanted to get out
of the way of that bear. He begged feor Fred tq\climb & tree for the
bear woudd kill him if he didn t. Well Fred said the bear did look
a little ferocious. The ball going through had paralyzed the hind
perts of the bear so he couldn't use then and he set there bleeding
at the mouth, frothing and blowing the blood all over the snow and
growling and he did look ferocious. The bear dragged himself off into
a bunch of those spruce trees. Fred says, "Come on, Tomg¢ the bearf?ll
never bother us any more, he'll never get up." 8o Fred went buck and
€ot Tom's rifle, Tom didn't bother to carry it with him when he was
running for he was in a hurry and threw his gun away, he was running
light when he started out. Fred went and got the rifl and got his
Bun, there wasn't a gun loaded and they could still hear the bear
growling and rolling in the brush. Fred, says, "“Come on, Tom, let's
be a going.* Tom says, "I can't stand up, I've hurt my back." PFred
says, "I guess you had quite a ioad on your back at one time." Fred

got the guns together, Fred weas & man that would weigh about 150 pounds,

-




I-] 223.. Tom would weigh about 180 lbe, Well, $## Fred got Tom on his back and
] 1ﬁfﬂ‘ started for camp, about two miles, and Fred lugged Tom and the two gune
[ " into camp. They got into camp allright, Fred was a little tired but

he got hie load in there., This.. man{rei er got into camp that evening
5.
/! and he had shot & hear, wdinded one, fand 1} nad got into a windfall,

/}.54
- ] ./ poles that a fire had*run t ugh and he le t him there. Course,

,‘. .
]g. Fred and Togﬁ had to tefﬁ him apout thé&rxbea fight. Kreitzer says,

"Fred, I'll go Wlth you ‘lin thq. m&rning ta,\fe hat has become of your

bear and then’ you 8o with ﬂb to, szh vhatihas, bepome of mine." So they

‘he .was dead, they

estimated it weighed' bou£ hundredipountsi } Then they started to

go over to Kreitzer'a i_ '- : got vey ':- %indfall where the

- o

bear had went in. § Fred had a single barrelled rifle, Kreitzer had a

,. i

double barreled ri?le. they were all muzzle loaders then. Kreitzer
says, "Fred, that bear is going to get up right in thése poles and I

-

want to break his fore legs if I can when he gets up because he is

going to show fight until he is killed.* While they was talking the

,. ‘_.

old bear stuck hés head up through the poles and Kreitzer shot him and
now he says to Fred, "Don't shoot until I get my gun loaded, keep one

L

gun londed all the time." The bear had got out on ### top of the

—-

plles and every time they'd shoot they'd knock him down. He was
crawling their way all the time and they were backing up. They kept a

Al. ‘-—

shooting that way and the bear kept a crowding them and about the time
2] they got out of the windfall the bear died. They had shot some five or

’T. 8ix times and every ba.l had countéd. They looked the old fellow over
!;. it was another grizzly and they thought it would weigh about ten hun&red
| ! it was smaller than the ¢ther one. Father got there that night with som¢g

{j‘\ pack animals, so the next morning everybody, excepting Bailey, Bailey
} had the rheimatism in hie back then, went to work packing the meat into
L
|
-
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.,;j:‘\/ we were,

and the hjpnq Quarters were the meatly part and best eating,

-~

camp, the three elk and the two bear. The bear had eaten some of the

elk meat but there was a 1ot of good meat left., It wae g fat old bear,

the first one, it was an old devil with his hide all scratched up
where he had been righting. ¥rdd wasn't afraid of the devil and he
"as 80 close to the bear that was on Builey that when he shot it the

hair was all burned around where his bullet had gone in., I think if

it was me I would have wanted to get around back of the tree to look
on. They packed the meat all in that day to camp on the animals and

that night loaded it all up in the wagon and thennext morning they all

went down to our paace and from there each one took what meat he wanted

and went to his own home. It was about a month beforeBailey got around

good again. A day or two after we got back Bailed said to me "I haven't

lost any bears and I'm never going to hunt any more." After the rest

took what meat they wanted we kept out what we wanted and then father

took the rest to town and sold it. Bailey kept the bear hide that

had hurt him and brought it back to Iowa with him end the last I knew
o1 it he had 1t out in Oregon with him,
we did that

That was all the bear hunting
wint er and we kept enough of the bear meat to last all the
rest of the winter, even when we had nothing bq&imeat to eat.

business waS\to Bee to the wood a:ou»

My
our h%me. do the cooking amd
the likes of that. The me q\:he hun ng . aqd there was plenty of
meat, deer and the lif\ g, h t ‘a,roun% th re, right at home within
a mile or two. The elk wgre pore in: the. fooﬁhi

unless the storms drove them

lls and further back

adnwn nearqre the valley in the brush where
The beaver along those streama 13 ﬁhat took ue there for the
winters trapping. we ate. a lot of the;yind quartera of the beaver and

they MH# were darned good too, They hag, ‘af flavor of their own. The

beaver would get to be anywehre from twenty to fodrty pounds in weight

The rest

| — |

I__'|
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of the meat went <o the dogs for their feed and they got fat before-
spring. They caught over 200 beaver that winter, all caught in steel

.y traps énd they were all Nés. 3's and 4's and'alltdouble springs, all
7 t-’ 1 ~

Hewhodéélmaké.r My father pqught & pony just after we got there and I
rodd-%hat ;;ouﬁd quite élliﬁgie and used it to get our two cows that
we hadLﬁo drive théﬁ.béck,zo the camp. One time I was out and when I
came arodﬁd & bunch of b:ush there was a bear Trooting away in & rotton
1og.. I aat-there watching it a while and then.I holleregd at it, "What
you doing there?" It réared up onjita hind haunches angd showed . fight
and I said that it could stady there 1f it wanted to, I wouldn'b bother
it, éo I rode around it and lef£ it there. Onee in a while there would
be a trép or two left at the cabin and they would let me use it until
they wanted it. Right out in front of our babin was qQuite a log. I
got a couple of sticks about three or four feet long, I'd stick them

springs down 80 that I could set the trap, I wasn't heavy enough to
press the springs down with my own weight. They I'q Sake the trap
after it was set and head for some beaver dam. 1I'd et my trap and
fasten to some pretty good sized 1ittle tree and I caught quite & number
of beaver that Winter. fThem daye the beaver hiks was sold by the pound
and if I remember it was abou; $2.00 a pound for dry beaver hide and a
dry hide would_weigh anywhe:e from two to four bounds each, The hides

were alil stretched open and flat and round. The way they would strecth

side of the hide, strecthing it all the time, and then they would keap
doing that and Working around the hide until they had it al) ataked

down to the Eround a. d the outside edge wag Rearly roung In thy
] . a
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part of the country where we could get grapevines we used to stretch
the beaver hides on them, making a circle of the vine and ### fastening
the hide to that but out the:e we didn't have anything like that 8o had
to stake the hide to the ground. They had to keep the snow off the
hides,.theré:waan't very much snow in the valley that winéer, and after
a day or two they would be .dry enough se they wouldn't pucker and then
they could take them in the cabin where they would dxry faster. You
would skin a beaver just like you do a cow, beginning at the front legs
and slittingdqun them and along the undqr side of the body and down the
hind legs so that it would make anVOpen pelt, .instead of a closed pelt
like we skin the mugskrats around here. Just under the beaver skin was
& fine membrane that always came off with the hide and we had to cut
that meybrane off and we had to be careful not to cut the hide when we
were doing it. Without this membrane on the hide would dry quite rapidly
but with it on it would take quite a while. To begin with the .indians
put it all over us for they would get a bar of lead, four bars to the
pound, and then.they would pound this bar of lead out very thin and slip
it between the membrane and the hide of the beaver and then when it
dried it stayed in the'e and you couldn't Qee it but it made the hide
weigh more. The fur buyers got onto it and then they'd take their knife
and scrape through the sembrane tosee if there was any lead under it, an

that was the reason why we had to take the membrane off the hide when we

Idresaed it. That lead deal first started around Ohio and then worked

wept and it_worked good for a while but they soon got onto it and that
ended it. There were quite a few.coyotes, timber wolves and the big,

white buffalo wolves around there out they didn't bother us much. That
winter there were a lot of cattle run into the valley for feeding and a

number of them died, which made good eating for the wolves. Beaver was

the main thing but they got a few Otters

N

l




] 227, I worked making a ring nearly all winter on the valley. I took
rp. .
_;gf}' & penny and a file and I drove the sharp endof the file down through

the penny till I got a hole in it, then I got a nail through it and I

A kept working at it until I couldn't strecth it any more with a common

‘.q nail and then I got a bigger nail, a spike, and got it through the

;{ * hole. Then I'd put the spike on something,with the penny on it and I

Y took the hammer &nd. ‘kept- hitting the penny on the edge and kept turning
: it around, all the while stretching the hole in the middle. When I'd
spread the outside edge too much~I‘WOu1d have to bake the penny off the
nail and flatten 1t out, and then I'd etart«again pounding and turning
and stretching the hole until I got the hole btg enough 80 that it would
g0 on my finger.‘ Then I:had to take thetfile nnd amooth it down and
shape it up so that it made a ﬁretty good 1ooking rihg out of it,
When I had it finished it was 8moo th -and- round: on' the inside but on the
outside I had about eight flat sides, that.was for looks. That fall
coming down on the steamer from Fort Benton I was sitting up on the
hurricane deck and a nigger came over to where I was and wasg looking
at the ring. He had a silver ring, heavy thing. He says, "I'll give
you this ring for yourn." So I traded with him, He got a *gold" ring,
or at least that is What he thought he got, and 1I got a silver ring,
The ringwas a 1little bit large for me and I was admiring it when it
dropped out of my fingers, rolled off from the upper deck, struck the
lowe# deck and one bound into the Missouri River. I lost both rig s.
Vhen we come here all grain ®Ras cut with a cradle, that was a
regular scythe with about five wooden, fingers fastened above the blade,
_ these wooden fingers were about the same lenght and had the same curve
J that the cutting blade did. When the wheat was cut it would fall back

onto these wooden fingers and at the end of the stroke it would be

dumped off onto the ground. It tooyk Bome strenght to 8wing and pull
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Next was a self binder bound with wire

one of them things all day in a hot sun. A man with a rake would
follow the man doing the cutting and he would rake up this cut wheat
until he got enough for a bundle and then the would tie the bundle up,
using the wheat straw for the band to tie the bundle with, then he
wouldnetart raking again until he had another bundle to tie. “1i the
labor was done by hand in the fields then. The next improvement was
& machine mower that was:iémnlled a dropper. The machine would cut the
grain and the stalks would fall back onto a platform. When there was
enough on the platform the man ##‘iﬁﬁpéﬁgiﬁhe*mséh;he would step on a
lever and that would dirop the grain onto tﬁs érpqqd. Then another man
would_come along anq tie the bund1e~as before“oply he had to throw the
bundle out of the way or“the‘machine would run ovgr it the next time

around. These drOppers were of short life and then the self-rakers

come on.'lThey wasn't a howling success because ‘théy sould scatter

the grain sofwhen they raked it'off the table. This was. worked by
some iron claws that raked the grain off the platform and then they

went up in the air and back to rake off some more grain. The¢ Magsh

Rarvestér vas next. This had a platform on which &wo men would

stand. Ae the grain would be cut a canvas belt, with cleats on it,

would pile the grain Up on a table and when tlrere was enough piled -

up to make a bundle one of the men would pick it up and bind i1t with

### a vand made out of it's own straw, you wouldhave to make your

own band as you went along. While this man would be binding a bundle

the grain would pile up enough so the other man would have a bundle

to bind also. When they got the bundle bound they would throw it

off to one side. It cut the grain fast enough so that it kept the

two men darned busy to keep up with it. That is where I shined, and

I got good wages too, for I was good at tieing the bundles. The

but the wire waen't a success
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{] 229, and then they got onto the twine and that is what they used today.
| ‘&p" The greatest thing we had to contend with when we were bindingby

7 :? F
;(“' hand were the little wild roses for we would get the thorns in our
)

_eclipse of the sun begin to come on and it commenced to get a little
Qfﬁfﬁﬁ darker and darker and the chickens went to roost and you could hear

]
¥

‘} hande. One day we were out in the field binding grain and the total
\

~ for miles but you could hear the harwesters begin to stop all a round
|

‘ ' the country, I suppose to admire the eclipse, but ftwasnt long before
1 you could hear a machine start way off in some other field and it wasn't
‘, long before we all got to work. JTf I remember rightly the eclipse

Bl was along in-the middle of the afternoon. One year after we were
‘ through harvesting heie I went up in the northern part of the state

——

“' Lﬁ% and helped a man who was stacking his grain. When we would pick up a
) 6 # ‘u"‘
“J;,;fr bundle with the fork there would sometimes be a rattlesnake under it

’ (O 1ﬁ and mayte two snakes. I was darned glad when I got through there for

R
| _;ﬂ; ;1 didn't like the looks of the snakes. I usually drove the wagon
Bkt &

H [}'
‘ fJJ{ bundles would say, "Here, take this." I would look around and he

" and hauled the load and once in a while the man that was pitching the

=] would have a snake on his fork, he would see it under the bundle and

jeb it with his fork., <he men that was pitching wam very careful hot

] t0 throw ahy on the wagon. I started with & load of grain fol the
stack and he says, "Tell that pitcher to be careful for I think there's

- a rattle snake in the load.) But as faer as I know I don't think there

— is any in the load.* It was just & Jjoke with him. 8o when I got my

loed to the stack I said to the stacker that that pitcher thinks there

is a rattlesnakg in our load here and for you to be a little careful.

So he got off from the stack and put his boots on, he was stacking bare-

= footed. Now he says, "George, be a little careful." That was good

- news to me for I could go slower and not have to hurry. I throwed the




